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US immigrants stage boycott day

More than a million immigrants in the United States have taken part in a day of nationwide action to protest against proposed immigration reform.

Mass rallies were staged across the US as immigrants boycotted work or school and avoided spending money as a way of showing their worth to the economy.

Called A Day Without Immigrants, the protest took place as Congress wrestles with reforming immigration laws.

About 11.5m illegal immigrants live in the US, many of them of Latino origin.

The protests were aimed at persuading Congress to abandon the tough measures in a bill passed last year by the US House of Representatives that includes provisions to criminalise illegal immigrants and bolster border security.

A bipartisan Senate bill, currently stalled, would provide illegal immigrants a path toward citizenship and a guest-worker programme long favoured by President George W Bush.

“ We are the backbone of what America is, legal or illegal, it doesn't matter ”

Melanie Lugo

Protester

But there is some way to go before the competing bills are reconciled and a compromise reached. A number of US politicians say illegal migrants should be sent home.

Some commentators say the emerging immigrant movement - the force of which was evident at nationwide demonstrations last month - can be compared with the civil rights protests of the 1960s and 70s.

"Everyone's an immigrant here. The only real American is the Indian," Puerto Rican-born Rene Ochart, a doorman in a Manhattan hotel, said of the campaign.

Despite Monday being a normal working day in the US, many businesses were forced to close as workers in industries including agriculture, construction and leisure withheld their labour.

Goya Foods halted distribution for the day, while Tyson Foods, the world's largest meat producer, shut nine of its 15 plants.

Mexican support

The biggest demonstrations on Monday were seen in the US cities of Los Angeles and Chicago.

Some 400,000 people are estimated by police to have taken part in two marches in Los Angeles.

Many of the marchers wore white - a colour chosen by protest organisers as a sign of solidarity with the illegal immigrants, while others marched draped in US or Mexican flags.

In Chicago, police said 400,000 people marched through the streets and in New York, supporters formed human chains at 1216 (1616 GMT) to symbolise 16 December 2005 - the day the controversial immigration bill was passed in the House of Representatives.

US ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

# About 11.5m illegal immigrants in the US

# Four out of 10 have been in US five years or less

# 75% were born in Latin America

# Most enter via southern US border

# California, Texas and Florida host most illegal immigrants

# Many work in agriculture, transport and construction

There were similar, smaller protests in Miami and several other cities across the US.

California's State Senate has approved what lawmakers called "the great American boycott of 2006", describing it as an attempt to educate Americans about "the tremendous contribution immigrants make on a daily basis to our society and economy".

Melanie Lugo, a marcher in Denver, Colorado, told the Associated Press news agency: "We are the backbone of what America is, legal or illegal, it doesn't matter."

As well as staying away from work and joining marches, some immigrants protested by working but buying nothing, while others joined church services, candlelit vigils and picnics.

It is not yet clear what effect Monday's protest action has had on the economy.

The Democratic governor of New Mexico, Bill Richardson, told the BBC he was concerned the demonstrations would distract from the real issue - "the need for comprehensive immigration reform".

"I would rather have those demonstrators go to each of the congressional offices... and explain to their representatives how important this issue is," he said.

White House spokesman Scott McClellan said the president was not "a fan of boycotts" and was keen to see the new immigration laws approved.

In Mexico, the home country of most undocumented workers in the US, thousands of people took to the streets to express support for the protests in America.

Some waved banners in the centre of Mexico City reading "Migrants are honest workers, not terrorists".

The marches coincided with the 1 May bank holiday, and many trade unionists also voiced solidarity with immigrants in the US.

http://leftspot.com/blog/?q=node/481
Statement by Flor Crisostomo

January 28th, 2008

Flor CrisostomoFlor CrisotomoTwo years ago I was arrested in a raid that destroyed the lives of hundreds of IFCO workers and their families. The raid was part of the campaign of “attrition” through “enforcement only” that is the current wrong-headed policy of this government.

I have exhausted all my legal appeals and I have been ordered out of the country today. I am expected to be one of the flashing yellow warning lights that tells the 12 million undocumented to leave their families and "self-deport."

I am not leaving. I have asked and been granted sanctuary in my church. I am not defying the laws of this country and I am not hiding. I am taking a stand of civil disobedience to Make America See what they are doing. I hope that adding my grain of sand to the struggle will help to get the U.S. Congress to act to fix a broken law and an inhuman system of undocumented labor.

I will not be used as symbol of fear. Instead, I will continue to add my light to others to make America See what they are doing to 12 million human beings and their families.

I hate the system of undocumented labor. It has separated me from my children for seven years. I believe with all my heart that Mexico and the United States together must end this system.

But the current policy of enforcement-only is not ending the system and that is what I want America to see.

I came here seven years ago, following my two brothers, because NAFTA made it impossible to feed my children in my home town in the state of Guerrero. That situation has only gotten worse and the Mexican Congress predicts that with the final reduction of the tariffs on corn, beans, sugar and powdered milk under NAFTA, as many as a million more Mexican out of work farmers will try to make the deadly and dangerous crossing to find work in the United States.

My brother now has family in the United States with U.S. citizen children. He will not leave his children and there are millions like him. Others, with children and families in Mexico, will not go back because the policies of NAFTA make it impossible for them to find work there.

The raids and deportations make them live in fear. The no match letters force them into worse and worse jobs. But, like me, they must send money back to feed their families and a poor job is better than no job.

That is why the current policy will not end the system of undocumented labor: we cannot go home to hungry eyes and we cannot leave our families here.

The combination of NAFTA and Enforcement-Only is not aimed at ending the system of undocumented labor. It is aimed at making it worse for us. It is aimed at our destruction.

I have faith and hope that America will see what they are doing. The Congress can act to legalize those who are currently working with a five year renewable visa that allows them to work, stay together with their families here or at least travel to see them if they are in Mexico.

You can end illegal employment by making the employees legal and holding the employers accountable. You cannot end this terrible system if you do not legalize those whose labor you have used here because you have made it impossible for us to return home.

I have hope that America will see what they are doing and come together with the Mexican Government to renegotiate NAFTA and other financial agreements that have destroyed the economy and way of life of our people in Mexico. Only through this renegotiation of NAFTA and the legalization of employment can the borders be made safe and secure.

Others will follow me at this press conference who will explain the effects of NAFTA and why undocumented immigration is the result of its effects on Mexico. For myself, I want to end with a personal note.

I know that by taking this action there is little chance that I will ever achieve legal status to stay in this country. I may face time in prison. But when I do return to my children, I will not return, as so many have, empty handed and unable to provide for them. I will be able to give them the only thing that I can pass on to them: My dignity.

I am fighting for those who have families here and for those who are separated from their families in Mexico. I am fighting against a cruel and inhuman system of undocumented labor whose human face is the separation of families and the misery of children.

I am one of the indigenous people to whom God first gave this land. We have survived genocide and slavery, forced assimilation and disease. We will survive this monster that the powerful would place on our necks because we will not bow down to it. We will stand with dignity as my brothers and sisters in the north stood at Wounded Knee, until God makes the people see that by destroying us they are destroying their own souls.

Let us build together a movement that will Make America See and make the Congress act. Let us do it without hatred and without violence. Let us do it together.
http://articles.latimes.com/2006/mar/26/local/me-immig26
Los Angeles Times

500,000 Pack Streets to Protest Immigration Bills

The rally, part of a massive mobilization of immigrants and their supporters, may be the largest L.A. has seen.

The State

March 26, 2006|Teresa Watanabe and Hector Becerra, Times Staff Writers

A crowd estimated by police at more than 500,000 boisterously marched in Los Angeles on Saturday to protest federal legislation that would crack down on undocumented immigrants, penalize those who help them and build a security wall along the U.S.' southern border.

Spirited but peaceful marchers -- ordinary immigrants alongside labor, religious and civil rights groups -- stretched more than 20 blocks along Spring Street, Broadway and Main Street to City Hall, tooting kazoos, waving American flags and chanting, "Si se puede!" (Yes we can!).

http://articles.latimes.com/2006/apr/29/nation/na-immig29
Los Angeles Times

Bush Asks Immigrants to Reject Work Boycotts

As some plan to stay home next week to show their role in the U.S., the president joins other leaders in urging people to protest another way.

The Nation

April 29, 2006|Maura Reynolds, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — Political and religious leaders, including President Bush and Los Angeles Cardinal Roger M. Mahony, urged immigrant rights supporters Friday not to take part in next week's boycotts of work and school, but to hold peaceful rallies or other events after the workday is done.

"You know, I'm not a supporter of boycotts," Bush said at a Rose Garden news conference.
http://www.ice.gov/pi/nr/0901/090123albany.htm
U.S.Immigration and Customs Enforcement
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Superseding indictments charge 7 IFCO managers with violating federal immigration law

Today's indictments bring to 16 the number of IFCO employees and managers criminal facing charges

ALBANY, N.Y. - A federal grand jury today returned superseding indictments on seven IFCO Systems of North America managers stemming from a U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) investigation of illegal immigration and employment-related practices at IFCO's pallet management services plants nationwide. So far in the investigation 16 IFCO managers and employees are facing criminal charges. Of those, nine have already pleaded guilty to a variety of federal criminal immigration charges and the remaining seven have been indicted.

On April 19, 2006, ICE agents, in concert with other federal and state authorities, conducted a work site enforcement action at over 40 IFCO pallet plants in 26 states, which resulted in the detention of 1,182 illegal aliens working at those plants.

"The IFCO corporation agreed in December to pay nearly 21 million dollars in civil forfeitures and today, as a result of ICE's ongoing criminal investigation, three additional management officials have been indicted," said John P. Torres, Homeland Security Acting Assistant Secretary for ICE. "In total, 16 of IFCO's management officials, including two Vice Presidents, are currently facing criminal charges for their alleged role in the conspiracy. Nine of those individuals have entered guilty pleas. This case should serve as a strong reminder to corporations and their management officials that knowingly employing illegal aliens for corporate profit has significant consequences."

Last month, the United States reached a record corporate settlement with IFCO, pursuant to which the company agreed to pay $20.7 million dollars in civil forfeitures and penalties over four years. The settlement amount included $2.6 million dollars in back pay and penalties relating to IFCO's overtime violations with respect to 1,700 of its pallet workers. IFCO also agreed to pay $18.1 million in civil forfeitures that will be available to support future law enforcement activities. If IFCO fully complies with the terms of the settlement agreement, the United States Attorney for the Northern District of New York will not pursue corporate criminal charges against the company for the conduct of its employees related to the employment of illegal alien workers at IFCO pallet plants prior to April 19, 2006.

IFCO Systems North America is the largest pallet management services company in the United States. The IFCO managers charged in the Second Superseding Indictment with various federal offenses relating to illegal immigration and employment-related practices are:

    * Haskell "Buddy" Ross, age 42 of Lakeland, Florida (Senior Vice President - Human Resources);

    * Christopher Tiesman, age 40 of Spring, Texas (Senior Vice President - Finance and Accounting);

    * Charles Davidson, age 46 of San Antonio, Texas (Vice President of New Market Development, formerly Director of New Market Development);

    * Kenneth Gines, Jr., age 51 of Spring, Texas (Controller - Pallet Services);

    * Wendy Mudra, age 34, Tampa, Florida (Human Resources Manager);

    * William Hoskins, age 31 of Cincinnati, Ohio (New Market Development Manager); and

    * Tomas Soto Castillo, age 45 of Cincinnati, Ohio. (Foreman, Cincinnati/operations manager New Market Development).

All seven defendants are accused of conspiring, between 2003 and April 2006, to harbor illegal aliens employed by IFCO and to encourage and induce those illegal aliens to reside in the United States. Defendants Tiesman, Gines, Ross, and Murda are charged in a related conspiracy to defraud the Internal Revenue Service and the Social Security Administration by submitting false payroll-related information to those agencies, and to facilitate the misuse of social security numbers by IFCO employees. Defendants Davidson, Hoskins, Soto Castillo, and Murda are named in two counts with substantive violations of harboring illegal aliens employed by IFCO and encouraging and inducing those illegal aliens to reside in the United States. Soto Castillo is charged with transportation of particular illegal aliens in three substantive counts. Each offense set forth in the seven-count indictment carries maximum penalties of up to five years imprisonment and a $250,000 fine.

Today's superseding indictment stems from the government's investigation of illegal immigration and employment-related practices at IFCO's pallet management services plants, which procure, recondition and distribute wood pallets. The investigation began following a tip to ICE in February 2005, that illegal alien laborers at the Albany IFCO plant were observed ripping up their W-2 forms.

Acting U.S. Attorney Baxter praised ICE; the New York State Police; the Social Security Administration, Office of Inspector General; the Internal Revenue Service, Criminal Investigation; and the U.S. Department of Labor, Wage and Hour Division for their outstanding, coordinated investigative efforts in this case. Assistant United States Attorneys Tina Sciocchetti and Richard Belliss, and Special Assistant United States Attorney Bonnie Brady, represent the United States in this prosecution.

http://blog.panorama.it/italia/2010/01/13/e-se-gli-immigrati-scioperassero-negli-usa-e-gia-successo-e-si-blocco-los-angeles/
E se gli immigrati scioperassero? Negli Usa è già successo. E si bloccò Los Angeles
di Emanuele Rossi
Cantavano “Sì, se puede” e “Yes we can” il primo maggio del 2006, quando Barack Obama era “solo” un senatore dell’Illinois e le sue ambizioni presidenziali erano ignote anche a lui stesso. Gli immigrati (in maggioranza ispanici) di Los Angeles quel giorno riuscirono nel loro intento: paralizzare interi quartieri della più grande megalopoli della costa Ovest.

È istruttivo andare a ripescare le cronache di quell’avvenimento, mentre in Italia prende corpo l’iniziativa, lanciata prima su Facebook e poi da un sito apposito, dello sciopero nazionale degli immigrati per il primo marzo 2010.

Una data scelta per emulazione, dato che un’iniziativa analoga è stata lanciata già a dicembre in Francia e prevede un’astensione dal lavoro per lo stesso giorno di tutti gli stranieri, “sans papier” e regolari, contro le politiche di Nicolas Sarkozy.

Da questo lato delle Alpi l’idea ha trovato un risalto imprevisto per le vicende di Rosarno e la rivolta dei braccianti africani. L’obiettivo dei promotori di “Blacks Out” è mostrare l’importanza degli immigrati nell’economia e nella società italiana, in modo traumatico: facendoli sparire per un giorno.

Ma guardando nel recente passato, l’unica protesta simile è quella del primo maggio 2006 negli States. Si trattò di un evento inusuale perché il primo maggio negli Usa non è il giorno della festa dei lavoratori, che si celebra il primo settembre. E perché a scendere in piazza furono soprattutto gli “aliens”, gli immigrati illegali (tra gli 11 e i 12 milioni secondo le stime) provenienti soprattutto da sotto il confine messicano. Il loro obiettivo: dimostrare che astenendosi dal lavoro (ma anche dal consumare, argomento più che decisivo nella cultura americana) avrebbero fermato l’economia. Le loro richieste? Una sanatoria generalizzata, diritti civili, ricongiungimenti familiari.

Le manifestazioni si svolsero in tutte le maggiori città, da New York a Chicago, ma fu in California lo Stato in cui, realmente, l’iniziativa registrò il maggior successo, anche perché in alcune aree della megalopoli gli “aliens” e i messicani regolarizzati sono il 40% della popolazione.

Quasi un milione di persone marciarono (tra bandiere a stelle e strisce e messicane) per le strade della città degli angeli, intonando proprio quello slogan che un senatore afroamericano avrebbe rispolverato furbamente pochi mesi dopo. Molte aziende furono costrette a chiudere in anticipo sull’orario di lavoro e altre a non aprire del tutto: in particolare bloccate le raccolte di prodotti agricoli in California e il traffico di camion da est a ovest.

Insomma, dal punto di vista dell’immagine fu sicuramente una formidabile prova di forza, anche se si attirò le critiche di una parte della destra repubblicana per le sfilate con le bandiere messicane. Ma al di là dell’impatto mediatico, il risultato politico è stato meno soddisfacente per loro: la riforma bipartisan voluta da Bush, che avrebbe portato alla regolarizzazione degli illegali e a controlli molto più stretti sui confini, fu affossata dagli stessi repubblicani alla Camera, e rappresentò una sconfitta durissima per l’allora presidente.

Il presidente nero, figlio di un immigrato, ha fatto della riforma dell’immigrazione una delle chiavi della sua vittoria (il 67% dei latinos ha votato per Obama nel 2008) ma il tema, che suscita opposizioni forti in gran parte dei cittadini degli stati meridionali, è scivolato sempre più in basso nella sua agenda. Tra Afghanistan, economia, riforma sanitaria, gli “aliens” non hanno trovato posto nel blackberry di mr. Obama, che però ha promesso più volte di affrontare il tema della regolarizzazione di chi già lavora negli States, senza però rinunciare a un maggiore controllo dei confini.
http://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2006/04/30/usa-primo-maggio-di-fuoco-per-il.html
Usa, primo maggio di fuoco per il boicottaggio dei latinos
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Alberto flores d' arcais NEW YORK - Per gli organizzatori sarà una grande giornata di lotta, con bar, ristoranti e negozi chiusi, milioni di clandestini in piazza, l' inno americano cantato in spagnolo in barba ai divieti del presidente. Per gli oppositori sarà una giornata da dimenticare, una sfida alla legalità che porterà in piazza solo poche migliaia di persone e che finirà per ritorcersi contro gli stessi immigrati. Comunque vada a finire il «Day without Immigrants» - il giorno in cui gli illegal aliens, gli immigrati clandestini, scompariranno dai posti di lavoro per comparire nelle strade delle grandi metropoli americane - di domani sarà una sfida diversa dal solito. Perché domani è il primo maggio. La «festa dei lavoratori» negli Stati Uniti è abitualmente una giornata come le altre: tutti lavorano, scuole e uffici pubblici restano aperti, nessun sindacato, neanche la più piccola «union», convoca manifestazioni o celebrazioni pubbliche. Domani sarà tutta un' altra storia; per la prima volta da molti decenni l' America assisterà a un primo maggio molto particolare, una giornata di scioperi camuffati, di serrate non dichiarate, di manifestazioni organizzate o spontanee. Protagonisti i milioni di clandestini - in stragrande maggioranza «latinos» arrivati dal Messico e dal Centramerica - che hanno deciso di incrociare le braccia simbolicamente proprio per la «festa dei lavoratori». «Ci saranno almeno tre milioni di persone nelle strade d' America, chiuderemo Los Angeles, Chicago, New York, Tucson, Phoenix, Fresno», annuncia trionfalmente Jorge Rodriguez, uno dei leader della protesta. «Vogliamo un' amnistia totale, la completa legalizzazione di chiunque lavori, questo è il messaggio che domani verrà lanciato in tutta l' America», aggiunge con il tono da profeta rivoluzionario di chi è convinto della forza dirompente di un movimento di massa come non si è più visto negli Stati Uniti dai tempi di Martin Luther King. «Scenderemo anche noi in piazza, una marcia di dieci giorni da Los Angeles a Washington per imporre al Congresso una legge più dura contro l' immigrazione», gli rispondono i militanti del «Minuteman Project», il gruppo anti-immigrati che vede ingrossare di giorno in giorno le proprie fila. La questione immigrazione divide profondamente l' America di oggi. Una divisione «bipartisan» dove la linea di confine non è quella politico-ideologica dei due grandi partiti (repubblicani e democratici), ma quella più reale dei confini territoriali veri e propri: con i politici degli Stati del sud-ovest, quelli che confinano con il Messico, in prima linea a chiedere una legge più dura (già approvata dalla Camera dei Rappresentanti) contro gli illegal aliens e dall' altra un movimento di massa capeggiato dalla chiesa cattolica e dai d-j latinos ad appoggiare chi nel Senato vuole una nuova legge che rispecchi la proposta lanciata da Bush per una graduale legalizzazione dei clandestini. America divisa, partiti divisi al loro interno, opinione pubblica divisa. Stando ai sondaggi quasi la metà degli americani chiede il pugno di ferro contro gli illegal aliens; lo vogliono soprattutto gli immigrati già legalizzati, i cittadini americani di vecchia immigrazione, le minoranze nere che si sentono espropriate dei lavori tradizionalmente più umili, in quella che potrebbe diventare una guerra tra poveri, tra lavoratori sindacalizzati e non, in una guerra tra diversi sindacati. A Los Angeles, dove i «latinos» sono ormai il 46 per cento della popolazione, gli attivisti afro-americani hanno formato un' organizzazione che ha come scopo quello di bloccare i flussi migratori che arrivano dal sud. «L' immigrazione illegale è la più grande minaccia alla comunità nera dai tempi della schiavitù, noi veniamo licenziati per far posto agli illegali», ha urlato durante una manifestazione anti-immigrati Ted Hayes, leader nero con alle spalle una tradizione di lotta per i diritti civili. E molti afro-americani della California, dell' Arizona e del Texas hanno deciso di aderire a Minuteman, l' organizzazione guidata da Jim Gilchrist, un ex deputato repubblicano che si è guadagnato notorietà nazionale guidando squadre di vigilantes armati alla caccia ai clandestini lungo i confini con il Messico. Il movimento degli «illegali» cresce però ancora più in fretta. A fianco dei clandestini, oltre alla possente comunità ispanica, si è schierata compatta la chiesa cattolica. Il cardinale di Los Angeles Roger Mahony e quello di Washington Theodore McCarrick sono impegnati in prima persona (hanno chiesto e ottenuto un colloquio alla Casa Bianca con Karl Rove), una dozzina di vescovi coordinano le manifestazioni di protesta e i numerosi gruppi a difesa degli immigrati, a Chicago tutti i preti cattolici si sono mobilitati in tutte le 375 parrocchie della metropoli, «porteremo almeno 300mila persone in piazza». Le gerarchie ecclesiastiche sono però contrarie al boicottaggio di domani («preferiamo che la gente vada al lavoro, che vada a scuola e che usi il tempo per approfondire i problemi dell' immigrazione», ha detto il cardinale Mahony), una posizione che trova d' accordo molti leader politici (soprattutto democratici), diversi gruppi «latinos» moderati («rischiamo di compromettere una lotta sacrosanta») e che è stata fatta propria dallo stesso presidente americano. Dopo avere criticato l' inno nazionale cantato in spagnolo (che domani sarà probabilmente la colonna sonora delle proteste) Bush ha criticato la giornata di lotta: «Non sono a favore dei boicottaggi, sono a favore di una riforma integrata. La maggior parte degli americani è d' accordo che dobbiamo far rispettare i confini». Nessuno sa cosa succederà domani, ma diverse aziende si sono preparate al peggio. I tre giganti della lavorazione della carne (Tyson Food, Cargill e Swift and Company) hanno deciso di chiudere gli stabilimenti, in diverse città si sono già registrati altissimi tassi di assenteismo sul lavoro (50 per cento dei muratori in Florida): tutto per via dei timori di retate della polizia contro chi non ha il regolare permesso di lavoro. 
